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and thus positioned he has inscribed and sent to
this person a written message offering a dignified
reconciliation and adding that he is convinced of
the necessity of an enactment compelling all
persons to wear a smooth face and a neatly-
braided pig-tail."

"It is a creditable solution of the matter," said
Tsae-che, speaking between the ivory pins,which
she held in her mouth. " Henceforth, then, you will
take up your accustomed stand as in the past ? "

"Undoubtedly,1' replied Chou-hu. "Yuen Yan
is painstaking, and has perhaps done as well as
could be expected of one of his shallow intellect,
but the absence of suave and high-minded con:
versation cannot fail to be alienating the custom
of the more polished. Plainly it is a short-sighted
policy for a person to try to evade his destiny.
Yan seems to have been born for the express
purpose of leading blind beggars about the streets
of the city and to that profession he must return."

" O distressingly superficial Chou-hu!" exclaimed'
his wife, "do men turn willingly from wine to
partake of vinegar, or having been clothed in silk
do they accept sackcloth without a struggle?^
Indeed, your eyes, which are large to regard your
own deeds and comforts, grow small when they
are turned towards the attainments of another.
In no case will Yan return to his mendicants,
for his band is by this time scattered and dis-
persed. His sleeve being now well lined and his
hand proficient in every detail of his craft, he
will erect a stall, perchance even directly opposite
or next to ourselves, and by subtlety, low charges
and diligence he will draw away the greater part
of your custom."
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